Making Your LMS
Work For You

Course Design in Blackboard

and Canvas




What sets a good

online course apart?

A well-optimized Learning Management System (LMS) that
aligns with the needs and expectations of students.

The LMS should provide a positive interaction experience that
improves student learning.

Personalize and curate a learning journey. Is your LMS like an
airport where you hop to other destinations? Or is it an all-
inclusive cruise ship that you never have to leave?



Which LMS i1s best?
 Surprise: It Doesn’t Really Matter!

All major LMS platforms have the necessary features to create

a practical and stimulating learning experience.

Current LMS: Blackboard
* Advanced content editor and appearance customization,
built-in conferencing tool (Collaborate), proprietary plagiarism

detection (SafeAssign)
LMS after ODU merger: Canvas

« Simplified user interface, easy assignment annotation, audio
and video feedback options, advanced learning analytics to

predict student engagement




Improve Top 4 Strategies
Your LMS

Mix up your feedback

Identify your prime real estate

Use the LMS to keep in touch with students

Preview everything




Strategy 1: Identity Your Prime Real Estate

* Prime real estate: the parts of your LMS that are the most visible to students

« Often at the top of the page or in places where students look frequently

« Examples: course landing page, class banner image, top of assignments page, titles of assignments

 Make these areas work for you

 |Include important information, update often, highlight course changes, show students you are engaged
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Welcome to the study of oceans, which we hope you will approach W
rapid expansion of knowledge concerning Earth, life on Earth, and the e
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Strategy 2: Mix Up Your Feedback

+ Leave feedback through a voice comment

* Your voice makes it personal and exudes personality and emotion in a way typed text cannot
* Bonus: Talking is faster than typing

* Improve your assignment annotations

Use the voice-to-text on your mobile device to speed up your feedback

Include videos, drawings, links, or other multimedia in your annotations

« Use peer review assignments to help students see their own work differently
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Strategy 3: Connect with Students

 Use the LMS to help students stay on track
* Announcements at the beginning of the week alert students to upcoming due dates
« Use LMS tools (like Blackboard Retention Center) to reach out to struggling students
* Hyperlink the course schedule or weekly announcements for easy navigation

 Use badges to increase motivation

« Badges increase engagement and recognize students for meeting learning outcomes
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Strategy 4: Preview Everything

 Check appearance, course settings, content settings, and assignment availability using

Student Preview or Test Student options

» Screen record the steps students need to follow for complicated content or assignments

* Even if you think your settings are perfect - ALWAYS verify in student preview
 Assume the average student has no experience in an LMS and plan accordingly

* Consider both desktop and mobile views
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Blackboard vs Canvas: Everything You Need to Know

Back when it
launched...

The best selling album

of that year was...

Optimized for...

Just as internet-
compatible as...

Server maintenance

Will people complain
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Blackboard

Harry Potter was
first published

Spice
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Internet Explorer
for Windows MT
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| before due dates
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started

21
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Qil paint

A wireless router

Most likely only on
nights before due
dates

Yes
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Blackboard vs Canvas: Faculty and Student Satisfaction

Faculty Course Instruction Survey — Combined

Number of Instructors 3 28 16 101 148
Number of Responses 2 28 7 22 B9
Response Rate 67% 100% 44% 51% 60%,

If you had to chose one, which Learning Management System do you prefer?

Canvas outperformed Blackboard in Student Testing

Canvas outperformed Blackboard on five of the six measures
rated by students as being the most important for their online learning experience

@ Blackboard [8] @ Canvas [76]

Rate the following tasks in Canvas.

B Blackboard W Canvas

III| I View Grades
e . . . R

Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Very Dissatisfied o
Dissatisfied

View Course Content

I
@ Send an email / message to students and manage options View the course ke a student @ Track student progress @ Owerall usability for instruction )

View Announcement

L)
// ,;"- Submit a Quiz

@ Create and grade assignments @ Create and grade quizzes @ Create a discussion for students and grade posts

Rate the following tasks in Blackboard.

60 e

) View Instructor Feedback

20

0 -.l l. I.I. N ‘ ll Il.l II Illl II Submit an Assignment
Very satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Somewnat Very Dissatisfied

@ Create and grade assignmenis @ Create and grade quizzes @ Create a discussion for siudents and grade posts

_ _ o Source: Oregon State University
® Send an email / message to students and manage opfions View the course like a student @ Track student progress @ Ovesall usability for instruction
Source: California State University Bakersfield



anvas Dashboard and Course Views
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Thank You for
Learning with Us!

If you have any questions or are looking for further
guidance, please don't hesitate to contact us. And
look for detailed Canvas trainings coming soon!

EVMS

INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN
& TECHNOLOGIES

Our Team Contact Us
Brielle Ashley EVMSOnline@evms.edu
757.446.5051

Katrina Dash

Jennifer Panton
Kathy Gabana www.evms.edu/education/online
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